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Congratulations to all our members with

special birthdays including:

Fay Taylor, a faithful, long serving member of St

Paul’s Monton, enrolled in 1975, who celebrated

her 90th birthday on June 2nd. Fay is also a

member of the church choir and has been a Lay

Assistant since 1989.

Joan Etchells, a Mothers’ Union

member at St Peter's Church

Swinton, celebrated her 90th

birthday on April 28th. Joan was

interviewed by Russell Watson

(above) for BBC Songs of

Praise, recorded in St. Peter's

Church and featuring the work of artist

L.S.Lowry. Joan first met Lowry in the 1940s

when he bought meat from her late husband's

family butchers. She was also thrilled to meet

Russell Watson, who made her feel very much

at ease.

Golden Wedding Anniversaries 

THREE Golden Rings ... what a year for mem-

bers of St Paul’s Walkden Moor, with three

members celebrating their Golden Weddings!

The couples enjoyed a joint celebration with

Mothers’ Union members and all their

friends.  They were Beryl and John

Baker married at St Paul’s Walkden

Moor on August 3rd 1963, Beryl

and Frank Barrick married at St

Paul’s Walkden on September

14th 1963 and Wendy and Edwin

Lord married at St James’s

Breightmet on October 19th 1963.

September 2nd – Afternoon Tea – 

Falshaw’s – for the Wheels Appeal

September 7th – Retreat – 

Bolton Road Methodist Church Bury

September 11th – 13th – 

All Unit Conference

September 11th – 18th – University 

Welcome Week. (see Page 9)

September 21st – Welcome for 

International students Manchester 

Metropolitan University

September 27th – 125 Year 

Celebration, St Edmunds Whalley 

Range. 7.15pm. Tickets £5

October 13th – Sponsored 

Zip Wire Challenge

November 2nd – Autumn Council – 

St Thomas Centre

November 9th – Diocesan Festival – 

St Ann Manchester 11am. 

(Please note change of time).

November 21st – Quiet Day at 

Manchester Cathedral

Dates for your diary              Congratulations

Rest in Peace

Ena Fern of All Saints Church, Stretford died

peacefully in her sleep on March 29th aged

86. She was a member of Mothers’ Union for

more than 50 years, and played an important

part in All Saints’ having been PCC secretary

and looked after the church linen. Ena would

be the first to support a Mothers Union project.

One of her talents was jam and chutney

making, always concocting new and unusual

combinations. Her famous saying was ‘I don’t

know what it tastes like’. Sadly Ena’s husband

died on the eve of her funeral.  She will be

missed by all her friends at All Saints’.

Emily Kathleen Taylor (right) known as

Kathleen to her friends and family, died at

the end of April. Kathleen had been a

member of Mothers’ Union for most of her

adult life, introduced by her mother some

65 years ago. She was a Branch Leader

for 14 years at St. Andrews, Ramsbottom,

where she worshipped for most of her life
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Fun, Faith and Fellowship
THIS year we are celebrating 125

years of Mothers’ Union in the

Diocese of Manchester.  This is a

wonderful achievement which is

truly worth celebrating. Mary

Sumner’s vision continues  to be

fulfilled across the world with our

help.  

Times have changed but we

are endeavouring to provide sup-

port that is needed and relevant

to today’s society.  

While we give thanks for what

has gone before, we must be

sure to constantly look forward,

reviewing our projects and

searching for new possibilities

in our communities.

As a worldwide organisation, there are

moves to change us from a donor organisation

to a partner organisation.  This alone, is a great

challenge. 

Rather than only giving, we need to be work-

ing alongside others in our communities.

I have said this before, but it is worth repeat-

ing, that as individuals, as small branches, we

may feel weak, but together we are strong.  

Our main purpose is to promote and

strengthen family life in its many forms so we

need to strive to be the foremost organisation

when anyone is looking for family/parenting

support. 

We need to ‘get ourselves out there’, spread

the word and make ourselves noticeable.  Every

member can do this. Let’s make our 125th

year, and the years to come, a time of growth.

We need members to ensure that our

tremendous organisation is still thriving beyond

the next 125 years.

At the Bath AGM, Adrian Plass said God

had made him a ‘hope monitor’, giving him

the task of giving out little bits of hope to

those who feel insignificant through

Laughter, Listening and Love.

This can be translated into 

� Fun – Mothers’ Union 

membership is to be enjoyed 

and celebrated.

� Fellowship – what a 

difference we can make by 

listening to each other and 

our communities.

� Faith – the love of God 

can shine out through our 

words and actions. We are 

special because we can dis

tribute the love of God.

I urge us all to look at what we

are contributing as individuals.  

We can feel small and insignifi-

cant but maybe someone we

know can be our ‘hope monitor’

and then we can in turn become a

‘hope monitor’ for someone in our

community.

Don’t stop looking and asking for the love

of God and, as Adrian Plass said – “When you

discover you are useless, go to God – he may

give you a job!” – hopefully for Mothers’ Union!

Love and prayers   Cath

Celebrate your
Mothers’ Union 
membership says

Diocesan President 
Cath Hilton
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THE Forum, Bath, fell silent, the lights

dimmed, and Lynne Tembey, the Mothers’

Union Worldwide President, stepped up to the

microphone to introduce the Rt Revd Andrew

Proud, Bishop of Reading and Reg Bailey, the

Chief Executive (who was due to be invested

with a CBE by the Queen the following day).

Lynne also welcomed members from all over

the country, as well as visitors from Nigeria

and Trinidad and Tobago.  

Margaret Hendy, the Diocesan President of

Bath and Wells, welcomed everyone to the

city, and the Deputy Mayor of Bath also

offered greetings.  Bishop Andrew, as Central

Chaplain, introduced a time of worship and

reflection - and said he was proud to be a

member of the Mothers’ Union and gave

thanks for our obedience to the will of God. 

Lynne spoke of membership of the

Mothers’ Union being a gift that can enhance

our lives. She spoke of Mary Sumner’s drive

and passion, and outlined some of the amaz-

ing initiatives carried out by the Mothers’

Union, which have potential to change the

world for many. 

Seeds continue to be sown and we all

need to be good stewards. In Mary Sumner’s

words “Prayer and dogged work will win the

day”. Lynne said she saw membership as a

wonderful gift, and was certain that member-

ship would grow, if we all have the passion to

share the Mothers’ Union with all we meet on

our journey. 

The new Trustee Board for 2013-15, has

been adapted to reflect the global diversity of

our organisation, with representatives from

across the world.  A video introduced us to

some of our trustees, including those from

Ghana, Zambia, Kenya, Democratic Republic

of Congo and the West Indies - as well as the

Isle of Man.

After lunch Lynne introduced Adrian Plass,

who readers of “Families First” will remember

for his humorous and interesting contribu-

tions. He said it was hard work being a

Christian, a role he saw as being a “hope

monitor”. If you factor the existence of God

into your lives, everything changes for you.

He spoke of three “gifts” - laughter, listening

and love - and talked of regaining spiritual

composure through these gifts as we share

them with people we love.  

The Revd Fedis Nyagah, CCMP Co-ordi-

nator, Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa,

also outlined her vision for the future. She

gave an insight into her understanding of the

work of the church in Africa.   

Finally Emily Petty, Head of Fundraising

and Communications, gave us a “Sowing the

Future Together” update. Current membership

has declined to around 76,000, but she was

glad to report that members are taking up the

challenge.  

The meeting  ended with prayer, followed

by the hymn “Tell out my Soul”.  Lynne

thanked all who had worked so hard and

those who had travelled. The venue for next

year’s meeting will be Belfast.

Barbara Anderton, 

St George’s Mossley

Reflections from Bath
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ROCHDALE Archdeaconry hospital knitting

project which started last year is going well. Ione

Genty, coordinator for the project, takes bags up

to the new mother and baby unit at Royal

Oldham hospital on a regular basis. 

They are gratefully received by both the new

mums and those mums of children not feeling

well. We knit blankets of various sizes, angel

pockets for babies taken too soon, sets of hats,

cardigans and sleep suits. The staff rush up

when Ione walks on the ward to see what has

been made by members and how much love has

been put in each little cardigan or hat -  she has

become known as ‘the knitting lady’. 

Ione was lucky last time she went up that a

blanket was given to one-day old Ellis who had

been born the previous day.  His mum was very

grateful for the blanket and the card that was

given with love.  

So far to date we have sent:- 179 sleepsuits,

hats and cardigan sets, 69 hat and cardigan sets,

133 large blankets, 99 12in. blankets, 152 8in.

blankets, 78 angel pockets, 30 practice nursing

‘boobs’ and  247 hats. If anybody would like to

knit for the Rochdale Archdeaconry project

please contact Ione on 0161 652 0914. She has

all the patterns.

Pictured is Ione and one-day old Ellis in one

of the blankets on the maternity ward at the

Royal

Oldham 

hospital.

Cards

were

sent by

the chil-

dren’s

ward as

a thank

you.

FOLLOWING the

Spring Council in

2012, which they

attended, members

Mrs Barron and Mrs

Rothwell took up knit-

ting for the Premature

Baby Unit at Bolton

Hospital.  They were

joined by members

from St. Matthew’s,

Little Lever: Mrs Kathy

Nurse (Branch

Leader), Mrs Winifred Hardman and Mrs Janet

Anthony (both 90 years young). Using the pat-

terns, they have made ventilation bonnets,

mittens, bootees and blankets.

page 5

Supporting the Hospitals

A CROSS IN A POCKET
‘A Cross in a Pocket’ is being well used in

Bury Deanery. They have been made in khaki

for an Army Chaplain; navy for Sea Cadets,

Royal Navy and Royal Marines - but so far

not in the colours of the RAF. But watch this

space!  

One church uses them as a Bap tismal gift

and we have even had requests for ones suit-

able for a bride and groom. 

Needless to say they are

also well used by Hospital

Chaplains and clergy.  

A new Cross has been

worked in the colours of

the Lancashire Fusiliers in

support of troops serving

away.  If you would like to

know more contact Romey

Simpson - email romley@

bandsimpson.com  
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OUR Christian faith is what drives the

Mothers’ Union and it underlines all that we

want to achieve and directs what we are. 

Since the last Cymbal the demonstration

of our faith to the outside world was the

Manchester and Salford Procession of

Witness. 

This year it was decided to move the

event from the second May Bank Holiday

to Pentecost Sunday and, because the

Salford contingent was starting out with the

Manchester group from the Cathedral, a

different route was taken to take in the city

of Salford. 

While the number of churches taking part

was the same as previous years and the

‘walkers’ from the parishes about the same,

unfortunately the Mothers’ Union was less

well represented. 

It is always a joyful occasion for the

churches, not all Anglican, to be united in

this way and for the public to see that

Christians can be and are joyful in our faith.

You are very welcome to the next day-

long Quiet Day on Saturday September 7th

at Bolton Road Methodist Church. It will be

led by Revd. Denise Smith. 

The £10 cost covers the hire of the

superb venue including drinks and light

refreshments that the retreat conductor may

produce on the day. Food is not included.

Please get in touch with either me or Jean

Slater to book your place. 

As a fairly new co-ordinator, it seems

to me that we could be offering to our

members and Christian families more in

the wider realm of Christian spirituality. 

Currently we offer quiet days and retreat

weekends to the wider organisation - but

not all find these ways helpful in their

Christian pilgrimage. I am aware that there

is a great variety of ways in which we can

and do connect with God. 

For example: prayer walks; circle dance;

labyrinth prayer; pilgrimages; retreats

involving music and pottery making; short

course for families or how to create an act

of worship (for branch and parish level).

Some of you may have had experience of

these and many others.

For the Autumn Council bring along ideas

and information on possibilities and, where

possible, be a volunteer to organise and run

such offerings. Remember, I am only a co-

ordinator not the organiser! I am willing to

assist and help others to enable such spiri-

tual activities to take place.

If we can run such activities, then these

can be a way of introducing possible candi-

dates as new members. In other words,

bring a friend, family member or a member

from church. 

Remember, more people are brought to

the church and Mothers’ Union by someone

bringing them, and certainly not by leaflets

nor by the clergy! We enjoy doing things

together.            Revd Canon Roy Chow

Faith and Policy Co-ordinator

Participate : Come one, come all

page 6

Whit Walks - a disappointing number of Mothers’ union members from around the Diocese 

supported this year’s walk but the photograph shows a happy band of walkers from Heywood

and Middleton Deanery – perhaps your Deanery could think about supporting in 2014. 
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Suffer Little Children 
Mothers’ Union’s response to the

Stocktake of progress towards the 

recommendations of the Bailey

Review : Letting Children be Children

As the UK Government launched its

“stocktake” on progress made towards imple-

menting the recommendations of Letting

Children Be Children to reduce the commer-

cialisation and sexualisation of childhood,

Mothers’ Union warmly welcomed the

Government’s commitment to making the

protection of children “part of everyday

business practice and family life”. 

speaking of the progress report Reg Bailey

said: “It is almost two years since publication

of my report, and I have been pleased to see

that many parts of industry have risen to the

challenge, with good progress made against

my recommendations. 

“As to the future, I want to see this

stocktake reinforced. There is a need for a

cultural change in how regulatory bodies

and businesses put the protection of children

at the heart of what they do. It is early days

but I believe this is now underway.”

Mothers’ Union began campaigning for

greater protection for children from the

pressures of commercialisation and sexuali-

sation in 2010, following the launch of its

own report, Bye Buy Childhood. 

The report’s author, Rachel Aston, has

welcomed the significant progress made on

issues for which Mothers’ Union has long

campaigned: 

Desired outcome
“Achieving a balance whereby government

and industry consulted with, and worked with

parents to better protect children has always

been the desired outcome of our campaign. 

“Mothers’ Union is delighted that

Government will revise current legislation to

ensure that age ratings will be given to video

content, such as music videos, and thereby

equipping parents to better judge what material

their children may or may not watch. 

“The filtering of public Wi-Fi will also be

a significant step forward in ensuring protec-

tion of children in the public space.”

Alongside these new measures, progress

has also been made in the two years since the

publication of the Bailey Review in areas of

children’s clothing, outdoor advertising and in

making parents’ voices heard through the

launch of the excellent ParentPort website. 

Not-so-clean soap
The charity also acknowledged the

progress made by internet service providers in

ensuring parental controls are easy to imple-

ment from point of purchase and in the home. 

However, Rachel Aston went on to say that

Mothers’ Union members had also expressed

concern that some regulations were still not

being adhered to:

“Our members and other parents continue

to report to us that ‘pre-watershed’ television,

particularly soap operas, are still featuring

inappropriate levels of sex and violence.”

Mothers’ Union is continuing its Bye Buy

Childhood campaign and equipping parents to

make sense of the commercial world through

a new booklet, Labelled for Life: Managing

the Commercial World as a Family.

page 7
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8 August 2013

TAKING uP THE CHALLENGE 

� St PAuL's Mothers’ union have met

three times in the local Fellicinis Italian

restaurant. They write: “We are fortunate

that we can meet downstairs. Our mem-

bers have taken responsibility of inviting

other women personally.   

This seems to work well and there

were 22 of us at the most recent meeting.

The evening is usually facilitated by our

Branch Leader Andrea and we organise

ice breaker games to get people to talk

and find out about each other.  

Information about Mothers union is on

the tables for people to read or take

home. The evening is brought to a close

with some information about a project.  

We were pleased to have Diocesan

President Cath Hilton with us at one of

our meetings and she  spoke about her

experience of Mothers’ union.  We always

pray - there is something very powerful

about praying in this kind of venue.  

� AN OuTREACH initiative  by St Paul’s

Mothers union at Monton Festival  – well

done , what a success!

St. Paul’s Monton ‘Clothesline’ was set up

to sell good second-hand children’s

clothing at reasonable prices to families

in the community.  

The aim was to highlight the work of

the Mothers’ union as well as to raise

funds for projects.

On Saturday July 6th ‘Clothesline’ was

taken to the Monton Festival and mem-

bers took turns throughout the day to

man the stall. The day was a great suc-

cess.....all the members were very friendly

and welcoming.....  a wonderful advert  for

the Mothers’ union. 

page 8
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9CRUX – Keeping you in touch

page 9

WELCOMING MANCHESTER’S NEW STUDENT INTAKE
�  OuR NExT big project is welcoming students to Manchester, and we are again col-

lecting mugs, individually wrapped chocolate biscuits, sachets of hot chocolate/cof-

fee/sugar, tea bags and cup-a-soups to make up the welcome bags

which will include a small recipe booklet and information from the

Chaplaincy. We hope to see YOu, so please put these dates in your

dairy and come along to The Chaplaincy on Oxford Road  anytime

after 10am.

Wed 11th to Fri 13th September - Making up the Welcome bags

Sat 14th September - We welcome Manchester university International

Students with soup and Welcome Bags

Mon 16th to Wed 18th September - Distribution of Bags and soup

Sat 21st September - Welcome Manchester Metropolitan

International students 

CELEBRATING AND WELCOMING

� MANCHESTER Archdeaconry Chaplain

commissioned -  Sandra Bradshaw –

Manchester Archdeaconry President   

Fr Patrick was commissioned on Lady

Day  as Manchester Archdeaconry

Chaplain.  The congregation was joined

by Barbara Taylor (York Provincial

President), Cath Hilton (our Diocesan

President) and  Archdeacon David Bailey.

Fr Patrick was joined by his wife Anne

who was enrolled during the service.

After the service everyone joined Fr

Patrick and Anne for a glass of wine or a

cup of tea and some cake to celebrate.

� WHAT a superb day for all the mem-

bers who visited York to see Barbara

Taylor being commissioned by The Most

Revd and Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu,

Archbishop of York, followed by the

Diocesan Presidents of the Province

including our own President Catherine

affirming their commitment to the mem-

bership within the Province of York and

the promotion of and support for the

worldwide work of Mothers’ union.  In his

sermon, the Archbishop likened the

Province to ‘Allsorts’ and of course

Terry’s – something good from Yorkshire!

You just needed to be there to feel the

Mothers’ union family, both in the Minster

and in the streets and cafes, as we

passed and chatted to members proudly

wearing their Mothers’ union badges.

Many Congratulations to Barbara and

Catherine.
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Witnessing : Time for Families 
Christine Sharp writes: 

I applied to Time for Families as a volunteer

last summer, had an initial informal interview

and visited HMP Stafford (male) to observe

one of the Parenting modules being facilitated.

Security Clearance is required to attend on a

regular basis and this took quite some while

to obtain. 

I have since been on two of the six-week

courses run at Drake Hall, a female prison

situated in a rather isolated environment just

outside Eccleshall, Staffs. I have started to

help in the facilitation of some aspects, as

well as role-play and handling administration. 

As the courses take place inside the

prison one has to get used to the security

regulations and searches, although once you

are cleared by government, these are less

stringent. One tends to forget that you are in

prison once the sessions commence, apart

from the fact that officers are present, and

you use different external facilities to the

prisoners themselves. 

Often sensitive areas give rise to deep

emotions. Hidden memories are relived

and we have to listen and comfort them

I had to have a security briefing of about

an hour and sign to that effect. I now have

my own photo ID which should allow me into

any HMP. The course is called “Building

Stronger Families” and is very unusual

because prisoners are allowed to invite their

partners to spend the day with them (10am to

4pm) and we all have lunch and coffee

breaks together. 

It is important that the course programme

is understood by the prison authorities and it

requires considerable commitment from them

to set up the necessary screening and

administration. Any prisoner can apply to go

on the course or they may be told they have

to complete it as part of their sentence. 

However, not everyone or their partner will

be considered suitable and some applica-

tions are rejected for security reasons. Most

of the applicants will be coming to the end of

their sentence within a year or so. 

The facilitator from TfF is the one who

contacts the partners and relatives and very

strict records of attendance, comments and

outcomes are kept.  

Time for Families has successfully run the

Building Stronger Families course with more

than 1,800 couples in prisons across England

and Wales. The six-day course, spread

across six weeks, strengthens the couple’s

relationship so that it survives the prison

sentence and reduces re-offending. There is

now data from The Ministry of Justice to

show that this course reduces re-offending by

10 percentage points.  

The modules are: Building Relationships

Together (communication skills), Parenting,

Handling Money Together.  The course man-

uals are well presented and the accompany-

ing booklets for participants are user friendly,

especially as literacy and language issues

can be a problem, an area where I have

been able to help out a lot. 

Often sensitive areas give rise to deep

emotions. Hidden memories are relived and

we have to take couples or individuals aside

to listen to and comfort them. This can be

quite distressing and stays with you once you

are back at home, as one hears of some very

upsetting and often horrendous experiences

and situations.  

I think the most important thing I have

learnt is the effect that a jail term has on the

whole and extended family of a prisoner,

especially as regards women and their chil-

dren. Everyone is punished in one way or

another. Time for Families is doing much to

help with rehabilitation, something which is

sadly lacking in general.

page 10
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WHAT is it like to volunteer at

Manchester Prison? Doris Eaton, 

Joan Shaw and Lynn Cotton 

went inside to find out ...

A vERY warm welcome awaited us at

HMP Manchester in December, and we were

shown the ropes by Anne, a volunteer for the

past 15 years. What she doesn’t know about

prison rules and procedures isn’t worth

knowing.  

In fact, the rules are precise and difficult to

absorb by anyone feeling anxious as a new

visitor. We were there to check in visitors on

the register and explain procedures to those

visiting for the first time, many of whom are

intimidated and anxious.  

We also spend time serving refreshments

in the café where it is easy to engage with

families and children. We chat to people and

try to empathise with them as mothers and

grandmothers. 

The visitors are appreciative of our pres-

ence and as one visitor said “It is good to

have people to talk with, and easier if they

are people we don’t know and who are not

judgemental”. 

HMP is a Category A prison but only very

few of the prisoners are Category A. Many

are there for quite ordinary misdemeanours,

including driving offences.  

During the time we have been volunteering

we have come to know some of the regular

visitors and their children well.  We have seen

three newborn babies arrive for their first visit

to see their father and encouraged one little

chap to take his first steps. 

These are very special occasions for all of

us. The next step in our volunteering will be

extra security checking to enable us to move

up to the prison visitors’ hall in the ‘Big

House’, as it is commonly known. 

Here there is a crèche where small chil-

dren can be entertained and a café where

visitors are able to purchase food and drink

at a reasonable cost, which can then be

shared with the prisoner at their  table. We

feel this is a very important part of the visit.   

The three of us find it very rewarding,

(although initially it was an emotional experi-

ence) and we have gained a more positive

outlook on the sad cases we hear about.  

It has also given us an insight into the

“hidden sentence” that the families serve. 

Every day as a volunteer is a different

experience. More volunteers are needed and

we would encourage anyone to take the

steps we took.  

If you are able to easily talk with people

and feel the need to serve the wider commu-

nity, then this may be just the project for you. 

“There but for the 

Grace of God go we”

Witnessing : On the inside

‘We have seen three newborn babies

arrive for their first visit to see 

their father and encouraged one 

little chap to take his first steps’

initially it was an emotional experience

and we have gained a more positive 

outlook on the sad cases we hear about.  

It has also given us an insight into the

‘hidden sentence’ that the families serve.

page 11
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Pam Wilcox, Link Co-ordinator

Salisbury Diocese, writes :  

WHAT a super time you gave us all from

Bradford and Devizes Deaneries in

Wiltshire. It was wonderful to meet friends,

old and new, as we felt your very warm

welcome and enjoyed generous hospitality. 

The concert on Friday evening was fun

and the trip arranged to Bents and

Dunham Massey was such a pleasure.  

As befits the MU, we joined together for

worship led by Bishop Mark before we said

our fond farewells. Your bookmarks that

we carried back to our branches serve as

a special memento of our link with

Manchester over 25 years.  

Our sincere love and thanks to you all.

In appreciation of the 25-year link Devizes

Deanery has made a donation to the

Wheels appeal, giving thanks to all those

who have been involved and contributed to

the fellowship shared.

Bradford Deanery have also marked

this special anniversary with a donation to

the aFia ( away From it all) holiday fund.

Malawi M’mawa 

In our Diocese we raised more than

£3,500 - and here are a couple of reports

Doing their bit (St George’s Mossley)  

WHEN the Manx government agreed to

donate £28,000 to the Literacy and

Financial Development project in Malawi,

the 300 Mothers’ Union members on the

island set about raising the £14,000

required to complete the total cost.  

It was suggested by our Provincial

President that other Dioceses in the

Province may like to show their support

and on Saturday April 6th we at St

George’s held  a coffee morning.  Due to

the generosity of  members of our Mossley

community we raised £202.  

It was of special interest to me because

it was in St George’s Church, Douglas Isle

of Man that, as the wife of the young

curate, I was enrolled as a Mothers’ Union

member 51 years ago.   Sheila Webb

Made the newspaper ... and raised

£155.86! Members of St Mary’s

Mothers’ Union Branch, Radcliffe

served mushroom soup and cakes, 

with a bring and buy stall to add 

to the success of the event .  

Zipping for Mothers’ Union !  

On October 13th six Mothers’ Union

members (including our President) will be

Zip-wiring across the Manchester Ship

Canal from the Air Shard at the Imperial

War Museum North 250m across the

Manchester Ship Canal, landing in front of

the Lowry. 

Our aim for the zip wire event is to raise

awareness that the Mothers’ Union are

active and enjoy having fun at any age or

ability and also to raise funds for The

Literacy and Financial Development

Programme and the Wheels Appeal.

If you would like to support these mem-

bers you can do it in two ways - pray for

the success of the event and/or send a

donation in support to Judith at the office

(address on page 14).

When Wilts came to Mancs ....
and other stories from around the diocese

page 12
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ONE cannot fail to have been horrified by the recent

story of a mother who flushed her new born baby

boy down the toilet. This incident is even more

extraordinary in that "Baby No 59” was rescued

from a sewage pipe only after neighbours heard the

cry of the baby and informed the authorities. 

Naturally we should feel sympathy for the

mother who felt she had no other alternative but

to dispose of her son as if he were a piece of

sewage, but what does this say about our attitude

towards life and the most vulnerable? 

The  MU badge is the sign of the cross. That

cross exemplifies the sacrificial love which God

has for us. On that cross God shows humanity

how precious human life is.  So precious in fact,

that while we are sinners, he died for us.  

The colour on the MU badge has two shades of

blue. One light blue showing the sacrifice for the

whole world and the dark royal blue which has been

the traditional colour of Mary, the mother of Jesus,

the mother of the church and our mother too. 

Mary is our example of obedience; she is pro-life

in that although unmarried she finds herself with

child and embraces life even if the consequences

are terrifying and uncertain. 

Mary is there with Jesus protecting him in her

womb, loving him as he grows, helping him

mature and ultimately witnessing the brutal death

of her son. 

So often our world thinks that material gain is all

there is to life. We are measured by the amount of

detritus we own, and yet the unborn, the old, frail

mentally handicapped are often viewed as a burden,

a nuisance to be dealt with to be managed often out

of sight.  

I promised that if I were given the chance to

offer a Pro-Life voice to the church I would.

Mothers’ Union by its very nature is pro-life.  

Along with other Christians each Saturday (10.30

to 11.30 am) there is a prayer vigil outside of the

Marie Stopes “clinic”, Wynstay Grove, Fallowfield.

We quietly witness and pray for victims of abortion.  

You too can be part of that mission through prayer

and support. Our Lord became as vulnerable as any

other human in the womb; let us pray for the unborn

that they may be given the chance to be born. 

Fr Patrick - Manchester 

Archdeaconry Chaplain

page 15

Pope Benedict’s prayer for the 

protection of the unborn child.

lord Jesus, You who faithfully visit and

fulfil with your Presence, the Church and the

history of men;

You who in the miraculous sacrament of

your Body and Blood render us participants

in divine life and allow us a foretaste of the

joy of eternal life;

We adore and bless you.

Prostrated before You, source and lover

of life, truly present and alive among us, we

beg you, reawaken in us respect for every

unborn life; make us capable of seeing in the

fruit of the maternal womb the miraculous

work of the Creator; open our hearts to

generously welcoming every child that

comes into life.

Bless all families, sanctify the union of

spouses, render fruitful their love.

accompany the choices of legislative

assemblies with the light of your spirit, so

that peoples and nations may recognize and

respect the sacred nature of life, of every

human life.

guide the work of scientists and doctors,

so that all progress contributes to the integral

well-being of the person, and no one endures

suppression or injustice.

give creative charity to administrators and

economists, so they may realise and promote

sufficient conditions so young families can

serenely embrace the birth of new children.

Console the married couples who suffer

because they are unable to have children

and in Your goodness provide for them.

teach us all to care for orphaned or

abandoned children, so they may experience

the warmth of your Charity, the consolation

of your divine Heart.

together with Mary, Your Mother, the

great believer, in whose womb you took on

our human nature, we wait to receive from

You, our only true god and saviour, the

strength to love and serve life, in

anticipation of living forever in You, in

communion with the Blessed trinity.

amen

Chaplain’s Corner

Every life is sacred
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Celebratory Tea Towels 

are on sale 

at £2 each 

Available from The Shop, your 

local Branch/Deanery Leader 

or Archdeaconry President

Celebrating 125  years 

of  Mothers’ Union in 

the Diocese of  Manchester
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